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PROJECT SCHEDULE
Upon receipt of the RAISE grant obligation notice, the 
components will be ready to complete initial designs, 
with construction to begin in Q1 of 2028. See the 
project schedule below for a more detailed breakdown 
of the project readiness.

REQUIRED APPROVALS
State + Local Approval –  Letters of support have been 
provided in the submission indicating state and local 
support for the overall grant application and respective 
local match contributions, including regulatory agencies 
who have been engaged through the design process. It 's 
anticipated that permitt ing wil l  require one year, including 
NEPA, USACE Section 404 ,  TDEC 401 ARAP, and a no-rise/
no- impact certif ication for construction within the floodway.

Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit (ARAP) / 
401 Water Quality Certification (Tennessee 
Department of Environment & Conservation) and 
Section 404 Permit (USACE) –  The trail  wil l  cross 
Chattanooga Creek and adjacent freshwater wetlands as 
identif ied on the National Wetlands Inventory. State 
permits for impact to the wetland wil l  be required, and if i t  
is determined to be a water of the United States, a federal 
permit through USACE wil l  also be required. The project 
plans to implement a boardwalk over the wetland area and 
a bridge over the creek to minimize impact. The project 
drainage plan includes removing fi l l  and restoring wetlands 
in the floodway, which can help avoid approval delays.

As part of the 404/401 permitt ing process, coordination with 
USFWS wil l  be required to fulf i l l  Section 7 requirements of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). It is anticipated that the 
project wil l  impact forested areas that could serve as 
roosting habitats for l isted bat species. M i t igation for these 
impacts on bat habitat, such as tree clearing restriction 
periods or constructing artif icial roosting trees, wil l  l ikely 
be required.

Floodplain Permit –  The trail  wil l  cross the regulated 
floodway and floodplain hazard Zone AE of Chattanooga 
Creek. The project plans to boardwalk and bridge over the 
floodway, requiring FEMA coordination for LOMR  adjustment 
of base flood elevation and a "No-R ise /  No- Impact" 
Certif ication for boardwalk piers within the floodway. Due 
to impacts to the regulatory f loodway and 1%  f lood hazard 
zone, coordination with TDEC would be required. A 
Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR )  is expected to 
be required.

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit (TN Department of Environment and 
Conservation) –  Required for trai l  construction 
disturbances greater than 1 acre of earth. In addition, the 
project is in a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4 )  area.

NEPA – I t  is anticipated that the project merits a  
Categorical Exclusion (CE), which wil l  be completed  
alongside the project design. Thus, compliance with NEPA is 
not expected to cause delays to the project schedule.








