The Economic

‘Benefits s LCHIP

The New Hampshire Land and Community Heritage
Investment Program (LCHIP) is an independent state
authority that provides matching funds for projects to preserve
the state’s natural and historic resources. LCHIP grants are
funded by a small fee charged on documents recorded at county
Registries of Deeds; LCHIP does not receive any money from
the state’s general fund. LCHIP’s administrative costs are
covered by proceeds from the sale of conservation license
plates and interest earned on a trust fund.

An LCHIP grant often provides an essential state endorsement
that triggers the opportunity to secure matching funds from
federal, municipal, and private sources. To date, LCHIP has
awarded funding to 202 projects in 136 communities throughout
the state, helping to protect 290,000 acres and revitalize 118
historic structures.

LEVERAGING OUTSIDE FUNDS
LCHIP attracts significant local and federal funds. For every $1

invested in a project, LCHIP leverages another $6.26 in other
funds for projects in New Hampshire."

GENERATING JOBS & STRENGTHENING LOCAL
ECONOMIES
LCHIP not only preserves New Hampshire’s most important

natural, cultural and historic resources, but also contributes
millions of dollars to the state’s economy in jobs, taxes, tourism,
and other revenue.

Recreation and Tourism

New Hampshire's natural and cultural resources, from pristine
forests to historic town centers, create recreation opportunities
for residents and visitors alike and attract billions of tourist
dollars into the state. In 2010, more than 46 percent of overnight
travelers enjoyed scenic drives and 22 percent visited historic
sites and museums.? Travelers to New Hampshire spent $3.6
billion in 2008 and generated $315.6 million to federal, state and
local governments.® There were 24,400 travel and tourism jobs,
representing 3.8 percent of the state’s total non-farm
employment.* In 2010, travelers spent $4.18 billion in New
Hampshire.®

The outdoor recreation industry is integral to a vibrant New
Hampshire economy. As of 2007, New Hampshire’s active
outdoor recreation economy supports 53,000 in-state jobs,

generates $261 million in annual state tax revenue, and
produces nearly $4 billion annually in retail sales and services
across the state — accounting for 7.8% of Gross State Product
(GSP).® Natural areas around the state protected by LCHIP
and other programs also provide much-needed wildlife habitat.
Many people enjoy New Hampshire’s rich diversity of wildlife.
Hunters spend nearly $75 million and anglers more than $172
million in trip-related equipment and other spending in the
state.” Nearly 750,000 people enjoyed wildlife watching
activities, spending about $274 million.?

Working Forests

LCHIP-funded projects help to protect New Hampshire’s
workings forests and farms. The 290,000 acres protected with
assistance from LCHIP are part of the land base that allows
these two industries to continue to succeed in the state.

New Hampshire is the second most heavily forested state in
the nation. Working forests have long been a major component
of our economy and landscape. In 2008, forestry, logging and
related manufacturing employed more than 5,600 people and
accounted for $224 million in payroll.* Individual
proprietorships and small corporations are the heart of the
industry; over 1,000 forestry-related firms without paid
employees generated more than $90 million in receipts in 2008
through the sale and manufacturing of timber products.' The
impact of wood products and furniture manufacturing alone
added $292 million to the state economy in 2009."" The
economic value of forest-based manufacturing, forest-related
recreation and tourism, and Christmas tree/maple syrup
economies, at $2.26 billion annually, is nearly 4 percent of
GSP - that amounts to $472 of value per acre of timberland in
the state.'

“The New Hampshire Land and Community Heritage Investment
Program is a source of funding that helps keep New Hampshire’s
recreation economy vibrant. Our business success at Eastern Mountain
Sports can only thrive if our customers can continue to enjoy protected

public lands for their outdoor recreation.”

—Will Manzer, CEO, Eastern Mountain Sports




Acworth Meetmghouse

Working Farms

Protecting farmland helps sustain the agricultural industry,
provides fresh local food and helps to support the economy of
the many communities near working farms. Agriculture
continues to thrive in our state, with 4,150 farms occupying
470,000 acres — 7 percent of New Hampshire’s total land area.™
In 2008, the total value of the state’s agricultural sector
production was $270 million.™ Overall, the local food system
contributes $3.3 billion in GSP — 5.7 percent of the state’s
economy — and provides employment for 81,000 people.'®

The dairy industry is essential to New Hampshire's agriculture.
In 2008, the total value of dairy production was nearly $60
million — 28 percent of crop and livestock production.'® Dairy
farming also supports local businesses related to milk production
such as feed stores and suppliers of milking equipment.

Historic Preservation
Between 2008 and 2010, LCHIP preservation grants supported
436 jobs, increased income by over $14 million, and generated
$30 million in sales."”
During that time, each
dollar of LCHIP
preservation grants
created $4.76 of
economic impact in the

LCHIP helped secure a
conservation easement on the
Bohanan dairy farm in
Hopkinton, allowing the
family farm to continue
operation, and reserving

state economy. agricultural land near
Concord.

FISCAL

RESPONSIBILITY “We employ 4 full-time and 5 part-

time local workers, and purchase
supplies and equipment from
neighboring communities. The
conservation easement helped us
reposition the farm into a more
profitable business. We used the
conservation opportunity provided by
LCHIP as an economic driver for the
Sfuture.”

Protecting open space
saves local governments
money. Open space pays
more in taxes than it
requires in services from
the community. Studies of
eleven New Hampshire
towns indicate that, for

—Heather Bohanan Robertson
each dollar of tax revenue

and Jamie Robertson

Community Forests

Hurd Farm, Derry

generated, farmland and open space require $0.56 in
services compared to $1.12 in services for a residential
property.'® Other statewide studies show that towns that
retain more land in open space have, on average, lower tax
bills than towns with more development.'® Similarly, historic
preservation limits the cost of sprawl through the adaptive
reuse of older buildings. Providing municipal services to
facilities in town centers costs less than providing the same

services to facilities in less-centralized areas.?

WATER QUALITY
LCHIP funds have been used to protect vulnerable drinking

water supplies. Although New Hampshire is graced with
plentiful stores of water, much of the important public water
supply land is not protected from future uses that might
degrade the quality and quantity of the water. While 850,000
people, approximately 64 percent of New Hampshire’s
population, are served by community public water systems,*'
only 12 percent of the critical water supply land in the state —
more than 406,000 acres — is protected. Further, only 11
percent of wellhead and reservoir areas are protected.?? This
lack of protection leaves New Hampshire water supplies
susceptible to future problems.

Our rivers, lakes and seashore are also recreational assets
that contribute significantly to the state’s economy: in 2007,
swimming, fishing, and boating in the state supported 6,000
jobs, $134 million of income and $379 million in sales.?

QUALITY OF LIFE
Residents and visitors alike treasure the quality of life in New

Hampshire. Natural, cultural and historic resources, including
those protected with LCHIP assistance, are important
contributors to our high quality of life. New Hampshire is
ranked 4th out of the 50 states for quality of life.*

For endnotes, go to: www.tpl.org/newhampshire

Prepared by The Trust for Public Land, April 2011.

For further information, contact Kim Gilman at kim.gilman@tpl.org.
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