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AMERICAN HERITAGE RIVER 
Date: 1998 

Agency Sponsor: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Local Applicant/Coordinator: Connecticut River Watershed Council, Connecticut River Joint 
Commissions 

Geography:  
All towns in the Connecticut River watershed, with primary focus on those along the River’s 
mainstem. 

Program/designation description:  
The American Heritage Rivers Initiative offers special recognition to outstanding stretches of 
America's rivers by selecting them to be "American Heritage Rivers." Designated rivers will 
receive federal assistance in the form of refocused programs, grants, and technical 
assistance from existing federal resources. The initiative’s purpose is to support community-
based efforts to restore and protect the environmental, economic, cultural and historic values 
of our rivers. Fourteen rivers that demonstrated cultural, historic, economic, and 
environmental significance and strong grassroots support have received the AHR 
designation.i

 
SILVIO O. CONTE NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Date: 1998 

Agency Sponsor: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Local Applicant/Coordinator: N/A 

Geography:  
The entire 7.2 million acre Connecticut River watershed in four states, with land acquisition 
authorized in 48 special focus areas and small scattered sites important to rare species. 

Program/designation description:  
“The Conte Refuge will join the 92 million acre national refuge system, a system with a proud 
heritage of protecting plants, fish, and wildlife. … The Service's mission is to conserve, protect 
and enhance the nation's fish and wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of 
people. The Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge is no ordinary Refuge! The 
Connecticut River watershed, 7.2 million acres in four states, is larger and more heavily 
populated than areas usually considered when creating a refuge. The purposes of the refuge 
are also much broader than usual. The Conte Refuge is one of the few fish and wildlife 
refuges, and protecting natural diversity is a new scientific and social challenge. Recognizing 
that land acquisition alone cannot meet this challenge, the Conte Refuge's primary action is to 
involve the people of the watershed, especially landowners and land managers, in 
environmental education programs and cooperative management projects. The Conte Refuge 
may become the model for refuges of the future.”ii

 

1 * This list includes only designations made or proposed by public agencies above the state level. It 
includes neither private and state designations, nor interstate commissions, compacts, and studies.  
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CONNECTICUT RIVER NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY 
Date: 2005 

Agency Sponsor: U.S. Department of Transportation, America's Byways® Program 

Local Applicant/Coordinator: Connecticut River Scenic Byway Council 

Geography:  
“Over 500 miles of state roads bordering the Connecticut River in both Vermont and New 
Hampshire. The Byway links the two states, focusing on the authentic New England 
experience - historic villages, mountain views, working farms, home grown crops and crafts, 
and outdoor pastimes like fishing, boating, wildlife observation, and hiking. Byway routes in 
Vermont are Rte. 102 (Canaan–Lunenburg), Rte. 2 (Lunenburg–St. Johnsbury), I-93 (St. 
Johnsbury–Littleton), Rte. 18 (Waterford–Littleton), Rte. 5 (St. Johnsbury–Brattleboro), Rte. 
142 (Vernon). Byway routes in New Hampshire are Rte. 3 (Pittsburg– Lancaster), Rte. 145 
(Clarksville–Colebrook), Rte. 135 (Lancaster– Woodsville), Rte. 302 (Bath), Rte. 10 
(Woodsville–Lebanon), Rte. 12A (Lebanon–Charlestown), Rte. 12 (Charlestown–
Westmoreland), Rte. 63 (Westmoreland–Hinsdale).”iii

Program/designation description:  
“The program is a grass-roots collaborative effort established to help recognize, preserve and 
enhance selected roads throughout the United States. Since 1992, the National Scenic 
Byways Program has provided funding for over 2100 state and nationally designated byway 
projects in 50 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia. The U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation recognizes certain roads as All-American Roads or National Scenic Byways 
based on one or more archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational and scenic 
qualities.”iv

 
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS 
Date: Various and ongoing 

Agency Sponsor: U.S. National Park Service, Wild and Scenic Rivers Program 

Local Applicant/Coordinator: Various 

Geography:  
Westfield River (78 Massachusetts miles in two designations, 1993 and 2004)v 
Farmington River (14 miles of the West Branch in Connecticut designated 1994; 
Massachusetts West Branch miles determined eligible but not designated to date; 40 
additional miles in Connecticut’s Lower Farmington authorized for study in 2006)vi 
Eightmile River (25 miles in Connecticut determined eligible for designation in 2006; none yet 
designated)vii

Program/designation description:  
“Designated by Congress, these rivers are free flowing and protected from damaging 
development and use. They must contain outstandingly remarkable scenic, geologic, fish and 
wildlife, cultural or similar qualities.”viii

 

2 * This list includes only designations made or proposed by public agencies above the state level. It 
includes neither private and state designations, nor interstate commissions, compacts, and studies.  
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RAMSAR CONVENTION WETLAND OF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE 
Date: 1994 

Agency Sponsor: Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 

Local Applicant/Coordinator: Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and The Nature Conservancy (Connecticut Chapter) 

Geography:  
“The area is located entirely within the state of Connecticut … and consists of portions of the 
lower, tidal reaches of the Connecticut River and adjacent lands. … “Within the overall project 
area boundary are approximately 20 discrete major wetland complexes…. Only those parcels 
within each core site that specifically meet both the ownership requirements and inclusion 
criteria are included in this nomination, with the owners' permission. These sites … include all 
tidal waters of the Connecticut River from the mouth to the vicinity of Cromwell/Portland below 
mean high water (i.e., public trust waters and submerged lands), as well as adjacent wetlands 
owned by the state, municipalities, land trusts, and other private conservation organizations 
where these lands are held specifically for conservation purposes.”ix

Program/designation description:  
“The Convention on Wetlands, signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, is an intergovernmental treaty 
which provides the framework for national action and international cooperation for the 
conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources.” “The inclusion of a site in the 
Ramsar List confers upon it the prestige of international recognition and obliges the 
government to take all steps necessary to ensure the maintenance of the ecological character 
of the site.”x

 

3 * This list includes only designations made or proposed by public agencies above the state level. It 
includes neither private and state designations, nor interstate commissions, compacts, and studies.  
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METACOMET MONADNOCK MATTABESETT (MMM) TRAIL STUDY 
Date: 2006 (this is the study release only; no Congressional action has been taken) 

Agency Sponsor: U.S. National Park Service, National Scenic Trails System 

Local Applicant/Coordinator:  
Connecticut Forest and Park Association, Pioneer Valley Planning Association, Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments, Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Geography:  
“The MMM Trail System consists of three largely contiguous trails: the Metacomet-
Monadnock Trail, the Metacomet Trail, and the Mattabesett Trail. The trails collectively travel 
190 miles in a north-south direction, from the Massachusetts-New Hampshire border south 
towards Long Island Sound.” The study’s preferred management alternative is 
“implementation of the Trail Management Blueprint through National Scenic Trail Designation 
from Long Island Sound to the NH Border, including a significan re-route in the Belchertown-
Leverett area in MA.”xi  

Program/designation description:  
“The National Trails System Act (Public Law 90-543, as amended through Public Law 107-
325) institutes a national system of historic, scenic, and recreation trails. National Scenic 
Trails are trails of at least 100 miles in length that provide for maximum outdoor recreation 
potential, and for the conservation and enjoyment of nationally significant scenic, historic, 
natural, or cultural qualities of areas through which such trails pass. Currently, there are a 
total of eight designated National Scenic Trails: Appalachian, Pacific Crest, Continental 
Divide, Ice Age, North Country, Florida, Natchez Trace, and Potomac Heritage.”xii

 

 
                                                 
i Excerpted from http://www.epa.gov/rivers/faq.html with limited paraphrasing of the original. 
ii Excerpted from http://www.fws.gov/r5soc/why.htm.  
iii Excerpted from http://www.crjc.org/pdffiles/Nat'l%20scenic%20byway.pdf.  
iv Excerpted from  http://www.byways.org/learn/. More information on the Byway at 
http://www.byways.org/browse/byways/2487/ and http://www.ctrivertravel.net/.  
v Source: http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wsr-westfield.html.  
vi Sources: http://www.frwa.org/scenic.html and http://www.farmingtonriver.org/historical.html. See also 
http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wsr-farmington.html. 
vii Source: http://www.eightmileriver.org/study_report.htm.  
viii Source: http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/portals/rivers/projpg/nana1.htm.  
ix Excerpted from http://dep.state.ct.us/olisp/ramsar/sitedesc.htm.  
x Excerpted from http://www.ramsar.org/index.html and http://www.ramsar.org/about/about_infopack_4e.htm, 
respectively. Criteria for Ramsar acceptance at http://www.ramsar.org/key_criteria.htm.  
xi Source: Full study and executive summary, available at 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkId=213&projectId=15353&documentID=14470. NB: While the trail 
continues to Mount Monadnock in far southern New Hampshire and links from there to a greenway extending north to 
Lake Sunapee, New Hampshire opted out of the study during its Congressional authorization. 
xii Ibid. 

4 * This list includes only designations made or proposed by public agencies above the state level. It 
includes neither private and state designations, nor interstate commissions, compacts, and studies.  

http://www.epa.gov/rivers/faq.html
http://www.fws.gov/r5soc/why.htm
http://www.crjc.org/pdffiles/Nat'l%20scenic%20byway.pdf
http://www.byways.org/learn/
http://www.byways.org/browse/byways/2487/
http://www.ctrivertravel.net/
http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wsr-westfield.html
http://www.frwa.org/scenic.html
http://www.farmingtonriver.org/historical.html
http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wsr-farmington.html
http://www.eightmileriver.org/study_report.htm
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/portals/rivers/projpg/nana1.htm
http://dep.state.ct.us/olisp/ramsar/sitedesc.htm
http://www.ramsar.org/index.html
http://www.ramsar.org/about/about_infopack_4e.htm
http://www.ramsar.org/key_criteria.htm
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkId=213&projectId=15353&documentID=14470


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


